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Ground Water Management Areas

? Critical Ground Water Area
»“. . . any ground water basin, or

designated part thereof, not having
sufficient ground water to provide a
reasonably safe supply for irrigation of
cultivated lands, or other uses in the
basin at the then current rates of
withdrawal, . . . as may be determined
and designated, from time to time, by
the director of the department of water
resources.”       Idaho Code § 42-233a



Ground Water Management Areas

? Ground Water Management Area
»“. . . any ground water basin or

designated part thereof which the
director of the department of water
resources has determined may be
approaching the conditions of a critical
ground water area.”

                              Idaho Code § 42-233b
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Pisces Investments

Fisheries Development



Clear Springs Foods - Crystal Springs
Sum of Spring Flows through Hatchery

1/1/95 - 7/21/01
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Clear Lakes Springs
(Clear Springs Foods + Clear Lakes Trout Hatchery Flows)

3/1/95 - 6/26/01
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Box Canyon Springs near Wendell
9/1/93 thru 7/10/2001
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Curren Tunnel
Average Daily Flow Rate

Sept 8, 1993 to July 25, 2001
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Springs at Pisces Investments
Flows through Hatchery

3/1/95 - 7/17/01
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Spring at Fisheries Development Hatchery
Idaho Trout Processors Hatchery near Hagerman

3/1/95 - 6/29/01
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ANNUAL SPRING DISCHARGE TO SNAKE RIVER BETWEEN MILNER AND KING HILL
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Ground Water Management Areas

? Designation of one or more ground water
management areas is warranted to provide
the basis for administrative action in the
event water supplies continue to be
severely limited because of drought.

? Administrative action subsequent to
designation needs to be flexible and
reversible if water supply conditions
improve prior to April 1, 2002.



Shelley to Neeley



River Response to Absence of Groundwater Pumping from All Cells 
Excepting Fort Hall, Ave. Groundwater withdrawal during irrigation 

season = 1400 cfs
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River Response to Absence of Groundwater Pumping from Cells 
Within Band 0-5  kilometers of  the Shelley to Neeley  reach, 

Ave. Groundwater withdrawal During Irrigation Season 89 cfs
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River Response to Absence of Groundwater Pumping from Cells 
Within Band 5-10  kilometers of  the Shelley to Neeley  reach, 

Ave. Groundwater withdrawal During Irrigation Season 144 cfs
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River Response to Absence of Groundwater Pumping from Cells 
Within Band 0-5 kilometers of  the Neeley to Walcott reach, 

Ave. Groundwater withdrawal = 96 cfs
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10 20 30 40 50

Stream Depletion as Percentage
of Ground Water Depletion after

120, 150, and 180 days of pumping
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River Response to Absence of Groundwater Pumping in Cells within 5 
kilometers to Kimberly to King Hill reach, 

Ave. Groundwater withdrawal During Irrigation season 102 cfs
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Ground Water Management Areas

? Two ground water management areas will
be designated by administrative order
issued tomorrow, August 3:

»American Falls Ground Water
Management Area

»Thousand Springs Ground Water
Management Area
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Ground Water Management Areas

? Letters requesting designation of Basins
35 and 36 as ground water management
areas will be treated as petitions for
designation under Rule 30.06 of IDAPA
37.03.11 and considered, unless with-
drawn, at a hearing in Boise on August 28.

? No further administrative action will be
taken until after August 28.



Potential Curtailment of
Junior-Priority Water Rights

Based on simulated river responses in the
proposed American Falls Ground Water
Management Area and simulated spring
responses in the proposed Thousand Springs
Ground Water Management Area, after August
28 and prior to September 1, holders of junior-
priority ground water rights in two limited areas,
may be ordered to cease ground water
diversions greater than 0.1 cfs beginning on
April 1 through December 31, 2002 as follows:
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? If prior to August 30, ground water
districts representing potentially affected
holders of junior-priority water rights
reach agreement with entities repre-
senting holders of senior-priority surface
water rights to allow out-of-priority
diversion of junior-priority ground water
rights, curtailment orders for one or both
ground water management areas will not
be issued.

Potential Curtailment of
Junior-Priority Water Rights



If prior to September 1, junior-priority ground
water rights are ordered to cease diversions
in 2002, curtailment orders will be contingent
and will be rescinded in one or both of the
ground water management areas under one
or a combination of the following:

Potential Curtailment of
Junior-Priority Water Rights



? The drought ends and holders of senior-
priority surface water rights have a full
water supply for irrigation considering
both projected natural flow and reservoir
storage (American Falls area only).

? The ground water supply in each ground
water management area significantly
improves (not expected).

Potential Curtailment of
Junior-Priority Water Rights



? Ground water districts propose an alternative
plan for reducing ground water withdrawals or
replacing ground water depletions that would
provide an equal response in hydraulically
connected surface water sources.

? Ground water districts representing potentially
affected holders of junior-priority water rights
reach agreement with entities representing
holders of senior-priority surface water rights to
allow out-of-priority diversion of junior-priority
ground water rights.

Potential Curtailment of
Junior-Priority Water Rights






